Aunt Polly and Uncle Herman

Founders of the Schwartz Family Golf Tournament

by Beth Schwartz Humes
Labor Day 1999

My first memories of Aunt Polly and Uncle Herman are from the mid 1940s before I was old
enough to participate in the Schwartz Family Golf Tournament founded in 1932.

When I was a girl of six, Aunt Polly picked me up in their classic Packard convertible to join the
cousins for a leisurely drive to the Otsego Golf Club, where we found Uncle Herman finishing a
round of golf with his friends. He looked tall and impressive in his tweeds as he opened the
Packard door and gave each of us a hug. He then took us onto the course, discussing golf
etiquette as we walked the holes. “Be quiet when another person is playing. Compliment your
partner on a good shot,” he said in a stern voice. The cousins and I paid close attention to Uncle
Herman when he showed us how to address the ball and how to keep the left arm straight on the
back swing. His grandfatherly style won our hearts.

To my delight he gave serious attention to my golf and to me--a mere girl. He had his own
grandchildren, yet he took the time to introduce other children in his family to the rules of golf and
to the excitement of being together.

When I turned eight, I was invited by Aunt Polly and Uncle Herman to join a few of the cousins in
our first Labor Day tournament. In the children’s putting contest on the ninth green Uncle
Stubby, Dede’s brother, was my coach. Oh, the thrill I felt when Aunt Polly and Uncle Herman
presented the winner’s cup to me and congratulated Coach Stubby!

As the years passed we all looked forward to Labor Day. Aunt Polly in her elegant cape presided
over lunch on the club porch. We gobbled down macaroni and cheese, chicken salad, and lots of
chocolate cake. At the little table on the lawn Uncle Herman, on the edge of his chair peering
intently through his hom rimmed glasses, consulted his sons Uncle Livy and Uncle Deen. They
were computing sweepstakes results for the winner of the handicap cup and for the winner of the
pot of money in a system created by Uncle Herman. His booming laugh signalled his happiness
over an unexpected outcome, such as the year there was a playoff on the ninth hole between my
father and thirteen year old Jenaud.

The cheering crowd included Aunt Bun and Uncle Louis who were Uncle Herman’s sister and
brother. Uncle Abe of Glensfoot, dressed in his dark suit, enjoyed firing the Glensfoot cannon
to rattle the nerves of young and old.

Long after Uncle Herman’s funeral on Labor Day of 1958, I began to realized that he was born in
the 1880s and that he won the Fourth Street Club Golf Tournament in Philadelphia in 1923. An
historic plaque celebrating his victory now hangs across from Graham’s great grandfather in our
dining room in Radnor, Pennsylvania.

After his father, David Louis Schwartz died on a golf course in 1900, Uncle Herman became a
leader in the early tradition of golf in the USA. How fortunate all of us are that he left his friends
on the links in Philadelphia and took the long drive on the old roads to Cherry Valley to join Aunt
Polly in introducing golf, good sportsmanship, and joy in the fellowship of the game to his family.
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Schwartz Family
15th Annual Golf

Tournament

By ABRAHAM B. COX

The Fifteenth Annual Schwartz

Family Golf Tournament was held on
Labor Day, Sept. 1, at the links of the
Otsego Golf Club,

There were 30 contestants in the
field. Thomas Barclay won both the
Handicap Cup—"The Cup"—with the
low score of 35. He also won the
lowest score Tray, HRunner up of
the handicap was Margaret Cannon,
with her handicap, the scores of both
were a tie, ‘but she lost in the play-
off.

The contest covers but one round
of the 9 holes of the links, as iz cus-
tomary. The usual Saluting Cannon
was fired as each group of players
left the first tee. It was also fired
at the Ninth Green, as each group
finished.

The *“automatic” method of handi-
capping was again used. This method
seams to be exceedingly fair to all
concerned, and is much fairer than
any handicap committee can devise
under circumstances, where a pum-
ber of players, such as the Scribe,
have faw chances to play, and no
gcores to offer as to abllity, and the
consequent handicap to be granted.
The links were in fine condition and
not too crowded, although there were
other players usin-; them, and notin-
claded in the Tournament. The
prizes, after being awanrdedl, are taken
care of by the committee, and |he
winners were given other prizes or
momentoes “to keep,” Thie iz dong to
Znahle the Schwartz. Farcily Commit-
tee to have the names of the winuers
and ropnersup properly emgraved on
the Cup and Tray. There were no
consolation or *worst’ score prizes,
Last year a new ruling was put in
force, which iz that the younger mem-
bers of the “family” must play. in or-
der to keep the tournament going in
the years while we older ones slowly
withdraw., Of these younger mem-
hers, oply “Sandy" Schwartz actually
played. 'Harry and Judy Cannon, and

Historic Cherry Valley, M. Y., September 11, 1947,

Peter Hansen and others acted as cadr
dies, which iz held to fulfil the re-
quirements of the ruling. It is also
to be noted that the “Schwartz Golf-
ing Family” includes Iin Its envied
numbers certain members, who are
all required to be golfers, though per-
haps not related by the ordinary ties
of civie relationship, and bound but
by friendship and affection.

There were some 43 who sat down
to the very fine lunch which {folowed
the contest., According to a recent
ruling of the Committee, this lunch
is only for such gueets as have par-
ticipated in the present or past
tournaments, or their very near rela-
tives, such as “the wife" or the “old
man.” In thiz growp were a number
and hope to play again in the future,
of faces who had played in the past.
but could not ¢o &0 on the immediate
occasion.

One main feature of the lunch was
the unrivalled Punch which was pre-
pared by Uncle David Updike, which
quite beggars description, as it has
for vears. This Punch is of the =e-
fductive character, which impels one
to desire as much of it as can be sur-
rounded, but, dJdespite this fact. pos-
esges a certain artistic and refined
prohibition not to attempt too much.
and therehy mar the pleasure of a
gentlemanly and judicious  indulg-
ence, There hange on the wall of the
Club Housze a poem. composed some
fAfty vears ago, and entitled “That
Famons Puoch.” This celebrates the
exploits of a gentleman named
“Billy,” (known to the Scribe,) who
composed what was really a  mele-
dious and harmonious Punch, but of
which the Scribe knows nought save
by reputation and  tradition. He
doubts whether “Billy" could even
faintly rival Uncle David as a com-
pounder of really  masterful
thoughtfully compounded beverages.
Suffice it to say the Otsego Golf
Club has known of Punches in its
time, Long may the Tournament and
lunch and Uncle David wave!

and .

cople in the Towns of Cherry Valley, Raseboom, Middleheld, Springhield. Sharen Springs and Viemnity.

$2.00 per Year. 8¢ per Copy

The Scribe will not attempt to de

seribe some stories told by Mr. Beech

Cooke, who presides over the deeti-
nies of the Club House. BEven to at-
tempt might damage our good Edi-

tor's  printimg  machinery. Some
things had better be remembered
than spoken!.
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Alajor ABRAHAM B. COX
Glensfoot

Cherry Valley, N. Y., _August 11, 1954

Dial Phone 4121

Dear Livy:——

Iwant to ask some questions about theSchwartz Family Golf Tourna-
ment, It has been intimated to me that it mEght be omitted this year,with the
idea that next year things might be allright again., & o many perso cannot
be present that at best the%uurnament could be just a "Token" Tournament.

Just to recall -"the absentees, Uncle Louis is gone, and he seemed
to be a sort of leading Spirit, Wour Father and Yother Iunderstand expect to
pass thetitle to"Nob Cotn on or about the 20th, of the month, They have to
Yeturn to Ardmore,as to build the new house at Cooperstown will take scme time
even if it could be started now, which Idoubt, Aunt Geergie does not want to
come to Cherry Valley,Tunderstand she does not like it here,which is understand
able, Pete and Alice cannot come from Kansas City, as Thave heard, Stubby
Schwartz lives even farther away, and I hardly think he and his newwife would
feel themselves very welcome,Godfrey and Alice Updike cannot come, though
Godfrey has written offering to send up thelingredients“for the famous "Uncle
Davie's Tournament Punch," It has been proposed Iunderstand that the Dinne B.. w
a "Dutch Treat, " If so, Ibelieve Ihave chickens and other things Iecould and
would econtribute, Ipresume that whoever runs the ClubHouse could get up a
dinner, if he or she knew exactly what is wanted, But it seems as if there
wou%d ﬁe quite a large numberof absentees, The Cannons are here, ndﬁill soon
alllbe, Those who stayed at Nob Cot could come to Glensfoot,and maybe we could
get them all in whe did stay at Nob Cot, The others would stay at the Morse
House or, Iimagine,at Londonderry,

So Iam wondering what your plans may-be about the Tournament, I
feel that you are now the "Boss,"or the"fain Guy," or whatever is the appropri-
ate title, If your Father and ilother were inﬁtalied at Cooperstown in would bed
different, Even though he mght notbe able to walk much, we could get him up
to the Club House,

If there is anything Ican do to help along--let me know. But ths
is a Schwartz Affair, and Ido not want to usurp any rights or privileges, I mak
wanfito help all Iecan, and not tdﬁtanﬂ in the limelight, which is something Idig
like exceedingly, It seems to me that there might be arranged a litle contest,
Just so as not to break the continuity, and hope for another year to improve mgl-
ters, But maybe it might be best to omit the ournament this year and start
making plans for next year. However Iam r adyEn do all Ican, but would like
to know what seems likely to take placgﬁ 0 years of age i% seems to me you
young fellows ought to run things and ecﬂda how to keep The game going while
we old duffers(that's all Iever was]) just do the heavy looking on and
cheering, Well here's luck to the Schwartz Fa mily and its Golf Tournament!
Long may it wave] '

Your affectionate Cousinj--

ST
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jgchwartz Family
' Holds Annual
Golf Tourney

The Schwartz Family Imvitation
. Golf Tournament was held at the Ot-

|aem Godf Club on OMeego Lake cml
| Labor Day, September 6th, as usual.|ineeenting,

But f r t pl y he
!were originally the Schwartz fa-mil?l e et s e el e L o e Tl o B e

[The participents in the tournament

and certain of dts kinefolk ang rela-
jives, buy ts hag bi].-";‘. gradusdly
widened to include friends, on-the prin-
cipal of “your friends are my frienis,
and my driends ara your friengel™
Compared with pest years, many “old
Tamiliar faces” were missing, due to
distances and upavoidable engage-
jments. We hope that next time most,
if mot all of them, will be with us. But,
| the same #pirit of good fellowship
was just as present, and, with a per-
jtect day, an extremely good time was
enjoyed by all present.

The chief feature iz the Cup Handi-|

"¢ep contest. The Otsego links have but
nine holes, and one round & consider-
| ed enowgh to determine the golfing
ability aof the contestants, Incident-
ally, in passing, it may be mentioned
that there iz no unavoidable require-
| ment that eighteen holes be played,
Some of the dinks i Scotland, where
golf was born centuries ago, have less
" ihan nine, to say nothing of eighteen
holes. The handicap given to any play-

L gross score for men was tied by Ralph

er I8 determined by a role or rales the cup, as well as the runners-up
that work automatically, and is de- give onl ythe given name—not the sur-
|'tE‘ﬂ‘l'nf1.'I-'Ed after the score cards are name. Maybe, during the coming years,
{turmed in. This seems to work out some dictionary or Wography bobk
| very justly and fairly, as it has been| will have to go with the cup to more
tested over guite a number of ﬂar.lpnrticula:'i}- describe who actually are
To win, the player must play 'Dr&ltm'lm' ware, May b grow to the size of
than his usual average, whether it bz' Webster's ' Unabridged.”

bigh or low. The results are alWa¥s The comtest being very satisfact-
Jnrﬂ}' concluded, the partloipants and

present. The field (was made up of 28 that Led been provided by them “‘joint-
| payers—eomewhat more +than lasi ly and severally,’ as the jurists might
| year, | technically phmase it. The mainstay of

The cip was won by Deen Bald- the lunch was some genuine Cherry
win. The runner<ip was Kay Schwartz, | Valley chicken salad, that can be

The Women's Low Gross gcore, madez equalled nowhere else, on any golf
by Phyllis Lum, was 48, The lowest Mnks This whs secompanied by an
| Italian dish known as macaroni, which
can be interpreted as “dandy,” just as

Lum, “Bobby'" ‘Baldwin, and Deen
Behwartz. The latter won the final ¥our own Century Dictionary will tell
play-off. These lagt two contests, or You. (See also “Yankee Doodle)
poryon of the nmmaim wontest, ar-&i To make everything more peacefual
“Medal Play,” in which handicaps are and enjovetble, if possible, 3 modicum
not considerad, {of "Uncle Davie's Tournament Pench”
There is a silver tray for the men,| was also provided which never In-
it a silver howl for the women, Each | toxieates becawse you cannot get en-
winner has his or her name engraved ough, amd warious Jttle kickshaws
on the prize too many to mention, but much ap-
The cup, however, is now 0 pover- preciated, Was g good time had by
ed with names that some modification all Well, just puess “yes."
of the prize 15 being seriouely consider-!  The chfef mansger of the tourna-
i #9 More names can be engraved  ment was Deen Schywartz, He oid honor
duting the years to come, The most|to his family name none better, Talk
practical plan is to adé avother gilver about impatient sralting and expect-
baze on which the cup will stand. lation until mext Labor Day rolls a-
| Curiously enough, the names on round! Abraham B, Cox.
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August 2L, 1954

~ Dear Uncle Abes

Thank you very much for your thoughtful letter of
August 1lth in which you discuss the Family Golf Tournament.

I think I should clear up some misconceptions
which apparently exist regarding this event. It was founded
and conceived back in the fall of 1931 by my father, Luecy,
Dean, Bobby and me with the idea that it would provide a
central functica for the Labor Day weekend, which seemed to
be a gathering time for all branches of the family. That
the Tournament has existed uninterruptedly for 22 years is
evidence enough that everybody liked the event and wanted
it to continue., The fact thab my mother and father who,
through all these years acted as host and hostess for lunch,
cannot be present this year does not in itself mean the end
of the Golf Tournament. I feel strongly that it should be
continued 1f sufficient members of the family wish it. For
your information I will say that under the original bylaws,
which have never been amended toc my knowledge, there need be
only four members of the family to make it official.

Unfortunately, T will be unable to attend this
year as I have to leave for White Sulphur Springs on Labor
Day afternocn, However, Dean and Mary, I understand, will
be staying with you at Glensfoot and are more than pleased
to assume the responsibilities necessary to make the
Tournament a success. As for the luncheon arrangements,
that of course will have to ba left to other members of the
family this yeare. My daughter, Lily, will be the only
immediate member of my own family but you can be sure that
all of us will be thinking about you on Labor Day and hoping
that you all have a most happy and enjoyable time,

Affectionately

Major Abraham B. Cox
Glensfoot

Cherry Valley
Otsego County, N. Y.
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IN HONOUR OF
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THE DIRECTORS REQUEST THE PLEASURE OF YOUR COMPANY

AT AN EDWARDIAN CHAMPAGNE SUPPER
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